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CONSTITUTION
PREAMBLE

We do adopt and establish this Constitution and By-laws to preserve the principles of our faith, to govern this church in an orderly manner, to preserve the liberties of each individual member of the church, and to set forth the relationship of this church to other churches of the same faith and order.

ARTICLE I: NAME

The name of this church is Charlotte Chinese Baptist Church.

ARTICLE II: PURPOSE

The purpose of this church is for the worship of the Almighty God, the propagation of the Gospel, the edification of believers, the promotion of Christian fellowship, and the advancement of the cause of Jesus Christ to the world.

ARTICLE III: STATEMENT OF FAITH

The following are brief statements of our faith. They serve as a simplified version to the Baptist Faith and Message adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention. These statements and the latter serve as guidelines of our Christian doctrine. However, one should not regard them as complete or as such to replace the Holy Scriptures. The Holy Bible remains the only complete source and authority of our Christian faith.

A. The Scriptures

The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired by God. The Bible has God as its author and is the complete record of God’s revelation of Himself to man.

B. God

There is one and only one living and true God. He is the Creator, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. He reveals Himself to us in three persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, each with distinct personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being.

1. God the Father

God the Father reigns with providential care over this universe. He is all powerful, all loving, and all wise.

2. God the Son

Christ is the eternal Son of God, conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He died on the cross for the redemption of mankind from sin and was raised from the dead with a glorified body and ascended into Heaven. He will eventually return in power and glory to judge the world.

3. God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit enables man to understand truth. He calls and guides man to Christ. He enlightens and empowers the believers for Christian living and service.

C. Man

Man was created by God in His own image. By his free choice, man sinned against God and as a sinner is in need of God’s salvation.

D. Salvation

Through repentance, man as a sinner is regenerated solely by God’s grace and justified through faith in Jesus Christ.

E. Church

The church, with Christ as its head, is a united body of regenerated believers gathering together for worship, fellowship, service and evangelism.

F. Baptism

Christian baptism is a church ordinance, wherein a believer is immersed in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Baptism is an act of obedience and testimony symbolizing the believer’s faith in Christ, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus.

G. The Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper is a church ordinance symbolizing the act of obedience whereby members of the church, through partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, commemorate the death of Christ and anticipate His second coming. Baptism is a prerequisite to participation in the Lord’s Supper.

H. Cooperation

Members of New Testament churches should cooperate with one another in carrying forward the missionary, educational, and benevolent ministries for the extension of Christ’s kingdom. Churches may organize into associations and conventions that may best secure cooperation.  Such organizations have no authority over one another or over the churches. They are voluntary and advisory bodies designed to elicit, combine, and direct the energy of the Christians in the most effective manner.

ARTICLE IV: MEMBERSHIP

All persons who believe and accept Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and Lord, having been baptized, actively attending Sunday worship for at least three months, and who are willing to abide by the Constitution and Bylaws of this church can become members of this church.

ARTICLE V: GOVERNMENT, AFFILIATION, AND COOPERATION

A. Government

This church is a free, autonomous, independent body with Jesus Christ as the head. The government is congregational in nature by electing officers who are entrusted to carry out the works of the church in the manner set forth in this Constitution and Bylaws and according to the teaching of the Bible and our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Board Of Officers shall be the pastor(s) and the deacons. All of these officers shall be members in good standing and continually meeting the biblical qualification of the respective office.

B. Affiliation and Cooperation

This church is affiliated with the Mecklenburg Baptist Association and works in cooperation with the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina and the Southern Baptist Convention. Through duly elected messengers, we may participate in their deliberative assemblies. This church shall, within its ability, support and take part in the missionary, benevolent, and educational programs of these Baptist organizations.

This church will work in mutual cooperation with other churches of like faith and order and groups of similar mission to promote a spirit of fellowship and good will.

ARTICLE VI: CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS

The annual church meeting shall be held on the second Sunday of November. Special meetings may be called at anytime by the Board of Officers or upon the written request of not less than 50% of the active members. Any election and voting shall be conducted in these meetings. A quorum shall consist of not less than 50% of the active members. Active members can vote in their absence through proxy.  
ARTICLE VII: ADOPTION & AMENDMENTS

A. Adoption

This constitution shall be considered adopted and in immediate effect after the approval of the co-worker committee.

B. Amendments

A Constitution and Bylaws committee appointed by the Board of Officers shall draft and propose any future amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws. The proposed amendments shall first be reviewed and endorsed by the Board of Officers. This proposal shall then be posted thirty days prior to congregational meeting, in which a two-thirds majority vote is required before such amendments can come into effect.
ARTILCE VIII: DISSOLUTION

In the case where the Church has to be dissolved, a special meeting shall be called; an eighty percent affirmative vote of active members is required to make dissolution effective. 

In the case of dissolution, all church assets, properties, and proceeds from above liabilities, shall be divided and distributed, as determined by the Board of Trustees, to and among the Christian organizations that receive support from the Church and which qualify as tax exempt organization under Section 501©(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or any corresponding section of any future deferral tax code. In accordance with North Carolina State Law, the Board of Trustees shall have the sole authority to carry out this disposition.
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